WI 


An Impartial Account, of the Nature and Tendency, of the late 
ADDRESSES; in a Letter to a Gentleman in the Countrey. 


SIR 


b 


Set. 1. OU are riot miſtaken in taking it for granted, that I have read 
the ſeveral late Addreſſes to His Majelty, for being the Subject of 
the chief diverſion of the Town, I ſhould have been unfit for 
converſation, had I not ſo far confulred them, as to be able, as 
well as others, ro make them the matter of diſcourſe and enter- 
, | tainment among my Friends. But whereas you are further plea- 
ſed to require.my inward and ſerious thoughts concerning them, I muſt crave liberty 
to tell you, That notwithſtanding all your Intereſt in,and Authority over me,you ſhould 
never have been able to have extorted from me what you deſire, did not the Service 
which I owe His Majeſty and the Government, command more at my hands, than the 
friendſhip and deference which 1 pay you could have obliged me unto. So that you are 
to aſcribe my compliance with your requeſt, to its falling in with the Fealty and Allegji- 
ance which I render my Prince. And the more Freedom, and leſs Reſerve, you find me 
to uſe upon this Subject, you are intirely to reſolve it into the Love and Compaſlion 
which I bear for the King, who I fear, is not only nduſtriouſly deluded, bur wofully be- 
trayed, by the judgment which ſome about him prerend to make of the ſenſe and incli- 
ration of the People from theſe Addrelles. 

Sett. 2. For no Applications of this nature to the Regnant perſon are to be eſteem'd 
of any great weight or ſignificancy, if you do bur conſider the Reſult of the many Ad- 
dretles Three and twenty year ago to Richard Cremwell, and how rhey only ſerved to 
render him ſecure till he was undermined and ſupplanted. For of all the Sixreen hundred 
thwſand that vow'd to Live and Dye by him, not ſo much as one man drew a Sword in 
his tavour whenhe came to be laid aſide. I acknowledg, that there is a great ditterence 
betwixt an Uſurper and a Rightful Sovereign ; yer that detradts very little in the preſent 
caſe, from the importance of the conſideration which I have ſuggeſted : ſeeing the leaſt 
that we are tn gather from it, isthis, That no Addreſies contrary to the intereſt and ge- 
neral humour of the Nation, are to be accounted of any value for a Prince to ſuſtain 
himſelf upon. And if there be nothing elſe to ſecure our late Addrefſersto His M ajeſties 
ſervice, but their Promiſes and Proteſtations in thoſe Papers, he may be as much diſap- 
Pointed ſhould he have occaſion to truſt ro them, as the former Gentleman after the 
like ſecurity was. 

Set. 3. It is aſtoniſhing, as well as ſurpriſing, that when Petitions had been not only dif- 
countenanced, but forbidden by Proclamation, Addreſſes ſhould ſo ſoon after be encou- 
raged and promoted: And our amaſement is greatly heightned, when we conſider that 
the Petitions were 1n reference to matters which every body underſtood, and in relation 
to ſuch things wherein the Law juſtified the Peritioners ; whereas the Addreſſes reſpect 
matters which very few underſtand,and which the Law noways authoriſerh private men 
to meddle with, and which none fave a Parhament have Power or Ability to decide and 
determine. For tho' men are to be eſteem d capable of knowing their own wants, fears 
ard dangers , and ought to be juſtified in begging thoſe means of Relief and Redreſs 
which the Law hath provided for them; yer every one is not to be accounted ſiffici- 
ently qualified to determine concerning the Reaſonableneſs and Legality of Parliamen- 
tary Proceedings and Reſolves; nor is any number of men whatſoever, empowered to 
Umpire difterences between His Majeſty and His great Council. And whereas thoſe ve- 
ry Petitions which ſeemd moſt peremptory, did nevertheleſs, with all due refignation 
re{orve to His Majeſty his full Prerogative, many of the Addreſſes import no leſs than 
the Robbing the Parliament, not only of their Right and Authority to Impeach Crimi- 
nals, cenſure Offenders, withhold, as well as give ſupplies, but of their molt ellential 
Priviledge, viz. freedom of Debares. 

Si&t. 4. Nor doth it appear to conſidering Perſons, that any advantage can arrive to 
the King or Government by them ; wheras the miſchiets and inconveniencies which do 
attend them, are obvious to everv one. For what elſe do they tend unto, or can they be 
ſuppoſed calculated for, but ro divide the Nation into factions and parties, and to fomenc 
thoſ? heats ard animcfities amorg His Maieſties Liege people, which are alreadv too 
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An Inpartial Account, of the Nature and Tendency, of the late 
ADDRESSES; in a Letter to a Gentleman in the Countrey. 


SIR, 


Sebt. 1. O U are not miſtaken in taking it for granted, that I have read 
the ſeveral late Addreſſes tro His Majelty, for being the Subject of 
the chief diverſion of the Town, I ſhould have been unfit for 
converſation, had I not fo far conſulted them, as to be able, as 
well as others, ro make them the matter of diſtourſe and enter- 
R | tainment among my Friends. But whereas you are further plea- 
ſed ro require.my inward and ſerious thoughts concerning them, I muſt crave liberty 
to tell you, That notwithſtanding all your Intereſt in;and Authority over me,you ſhould 
never have been able to have extorted from me what you deſire, did not the Service 
which I owe His Majeſty and the Government, command more at my hands, than the 
friendſhip and deference which I pay you could have obliged me unto. So that you are 
to aſcribe my compliance with your requeſt, to its falling in with the Fealty and Allegi- 
ance which I render my Prince. And the more Freedom, and lets Reſerve, you find me 
to uſe upon this Subject, you are intirely to reſolve it into the Love and Compaſſion 
which I bear for the King, who I fear, is not only nduſtriouſly deluded, but wofully be- 
trayed, by the judgment which ſome abonr him prerend to make of the ſenſe and incli- 
ration of the People from theſe Addrelles. 

Sett. 2. For no Applications of this nature to the Regnayt perſon are to be eſteem'd 
of any great weight or ſignificancy, if you do bur confider the Reſult of the many Ad- 
drelles Three and twenty year ago to R:ichard Cremwell, and how they only ſerved to 
render him ſecure till he was undermined and ſupplanted. For of all the Sixreen hundred 
thwſand that vow'd to Live and Dye by him, not ſo much as one man drew a Sword in 
his favour whenhe came to be laid aſide. I acknowledg, that there is a great ditterence 
betwixt an Uſurper and a Rightful Sovereign ; yer that detracts very little in the preſent 
caſe, from the importance of the conſideration which I have ſuggeſted : ſeeing the leaſt 
that we are t1 gather from it, is this, That no Addreſſes contrary to the intereſt and ge- 
neral humour of the Nation, are to be accounted of any value for a Prince to ſirſtain 
himſelf upon. And if there be nothing elſe to ſecure our late Addrefjersto His M ajeſties 
ſervice, but their Promiſes and Proteſtations in thoſe Papers, he may be as much difap- 
Pointed ſhould he have occaſion to truſt to them, as the former Gentleman after rhe 
like ſecurity was. 

Seet. 3. It is aſtoniſhing, as well as ſurpriſing, that when Perztions had been not only diſ- 
countenanced, but forbidden by Proclamation, Addreſſes ſhould ſo ſoon after be encou- 
raged and promoted: And our amaſement is greatly heightned, when we conſider that 
the Petitions were in reference to matters which every body underſtood, and in relation 
to ſuch things wherein the Law juſtihed the Petitioners ; whereas the Addreſſes reſpect 
matters which very few underſtand,and which the Law noways authoriſerh private men 
to meddle with, and which none fave a Parhament have Power or Ability to decide and 
determine. For tho' men are to be elteem d capable of knowing their own wants, fears 
ard dangers , and ought to be juſtified in begging thoſe means of Relief and Redreſs 
which the Law hath provided for them; yet every one is not to be accounted ſuffici- 
ently qualified to determine concerning the Reaſonableneſs and Legality of Parliamen- 
tary Proceedings and Reſolves; nor is any number of men whatſoever, empowered to 
Umpire difterences between His Majeſty and His great Council. And whereas thoſe ve- 
ry Petitions which ſeemd moſt peremptory, did nevertheleſs, with all due refhgnation 
reſerve to His Majeſty his tull Prerogative, many of the Addreſſes import no leſs than . 
the Robbing the Parliament, not only of their Right and Authority to Impeach Crimi- 
nals, cenſure Offenders, withhold, as well as give ſupplies, but of their moſt ellencial 
Priviledge, wiz. freedom of Debates. 

Si&t. 4. Nor doth it appear to conſidering Perſons, that any advantage can arrive to 
the King or Government by them ; wheras the miſchiets and inconveniencies which do 
attend them, are obvious to every one. For what elſe do they tend unto, or can they be 
ſuppoſed calculared for, but to divide the Nation into factions and parties, and to foment 
thoſs heats and animefities amorg His Matelties Liege people, which are alreadv too 
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great to need to be farther heightned and enflamed? 'Tis His Majeſties defire, as well as 
is intereſt and duty, te be equally eſteemed the Father and Detender-of-all his people; 
but theſe Addrefſers would poflets the Nation, thar they only are to be accounted His 
Loyal Subicts; and that all His favours are only due, and ought to be confined to 
them : And by threatning the generality of people, that they have torfeired His Majefties 
affection aud care, by refuſing to act as they do; they inſenſibly letlen the love which 
His Majeſty ought to have in the hearts of all His Subjefts, and wonderfully abare the 
zeal which they would otherwiſe have for lis Service, Nor can any fay, that Petitions 
have the ſame etfets, ſeeing amongſt perſons in the ſame circumitances, ſome may r&- 
preſent their wants and grievances, without prejudicing or giving offznce to thole who 
chuſe filently to undergo them. And who knows, bnt that whil'it tome think they are 
to ſeck their Relief by humble Applications unto, and fervent Importunities of the:r 
Prince ; there may be others who hope, that their Soveraign may from the ſenſe which 
he hath of their Calamities, afford them, at laſt, all the ſnccour he can, withour the ſoli- 
citation of their cries? But the nature of theſe Addrelles being to commend and ap- 
plaud the preſent poſture of aftairs, and to juſtity moſt of rhe ſteps and councels by 
which we have been reduced into this doleful condition ; they do in elect declare every 
one to be peeviſh and clamorous, that cannot acquieſce and rejoice in this ſtate of things 
inder which we groan and labour. And as they hereby render all thoſe enemies unto 
them, whoſe ſafety and happineſs they are conceived, not only to alzndon, but deſtroy ; 
ſo the very Government, through the characters cf Grace and Favour which it placeth 
upon their Applications, runs a hazardof loſing much of its reſpect and veneration. 
Set. 5. And beſides this and many other miſchiets, which they do naturally involve the 


Government and the Kingdom under; they will be found prejudicial and inconvenient 


to the King, in the tendency which they have to deceive and abuſe him. For whereas they 
are deſigned to perſwade His Majeſty, that what they repreſent and ſuggeſt, is the com- 
mon and univerſal ſenſe of his people, and that he may accordingly take his meaſures; 
it is both evident in it ſelf, and will be found fo in the iflue, that they contain and expreſs 
only the ſentiments of a few perſons of little intereſt, and moſt of them of a very ſmall & 
mean figure in the Nation. For if Eleftions of Members to ſerve in Parliament,be the beſt 
ſtandard to judge the diſpoſition of the Kingdom by, it 1s not ſo long ſince we had an 
opportunity of feeling the Pulſe of the Nation ; bur that we may reaſonably conclude, 
that all other things remaining as they did, the temper and complexion of the generaliry 
of the people, is alſo much the ſame. And whenſoever His Majelty ſhall cither find him- 
ſelf obliged from the neceſſity of His Affairs, or from the goodnets of His Inclinations be 
pleaſed, to call a Parliament, How little will he, npon a diſappointment of what he is 
made to believe and expect, judge himſelf indebted to thoſe who have ſo induſtriouſly 
delnded him ? 

Set. 6. And as they are no ways ſubſervient to His Ma'eſties profit or ſervice; ſo 
neither will they in the event prove ſo uſeful either to a Popiſh or Arbitrary deſign as 
fome do apprehend. Not that any think the King knows of any ſuch deſign promoted 
by them ; but there are thoſe who may have ends in this, as in the Dutch-War and Black- 
Heath Army, which His Majeſty is not aware of. But tho' ſome little creatures may have 
ltimarely aim'd at ſome ſich thing, by. promoting of them; yer ſuch villanous defigns 
are, in charitv,to be ſippoſed far from the intentions of moſt that have ſibſcribed them. 
And accordingly, when divers of the moſt zealous Actors in the carrying them on, have 

zen calmly told what were the narural and ill tendencies of them, they have ſolemnly 
profelled, rhat they would ſooner be hanged art their own dores, than be intentionally 
accellory to rhe eltabliſhing a Deſpotical Rule over the Nation, or the enſlaving the 
Kingdom to Popery again. Nay, it isto be hoped, that ſhould either or both theſe, ar 
any time hereatcer, more neerly and viſibly threaten England, many of the preſent Ad- 
drellers will, in their lawful ſtations, be amongſt the molt forward and zealous to with- 
ltand them. Nor will they in ſich a caſe find any way to expiate their indiſcreticn, 
and attone for their prefent folly, but by chus demonſtrating, that it was no part of their 
intention hercby to cnmibute to thete things. And ſhould anv in the Liſt of the late 
Thoakſgimwers, be hereatter four to have promoted Addrefles with a profpect of intro- 
ducing wile tyranny or the Papal worſhip, the names and prerences of Law and the 
Proteliant Rebvgion, which they have not only flouriſhed their Papers with, but made 
His Majcttics promiſe of preferving them the ground of their acknowledgments, and 
tho fmundation of rhe Tenders which they have made of their Lives and Fortunes, will 
entul 1KYCHILE wfamy upon them, and render them the objects of all mens con- 
tempt 
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tempt and indignation. And in the mean time, tie Jealouſies and Fears which fone 
are faid to have*conceived of a Popyh and Arbitray Deſign at the bottom of the Ad- 
dreſles, do by quickning the watchfulneſs of the Nation, ſerve not only to counter- 
mine, but to give them a total diſappointment therein. 

Sect. 5. Nor yet in the next place, 1s the number of the Subſcribers {o conſiderable 
as to bear any proportion to thoſe who are againſt them. For tho'a few buſie people 
have mad? a great noiſe and buz in ſeveral places of the Kingdom, yet all of them 
put together, make not ſo great a number as we have ſeen not long tince to one Peti- 
rion for a Parliament. So that it 1s matter of wonder, that the Government for its own 
reputation hath not m ſome publick way prohibited and forbid them, and efpecially 
when it finds, thar after all the neglect and ſcorn which che Addreilers are expoſed'to 
for their paucity and fewnefs, yet they have not the Ditcretion to forbear and deſiſt. 
Sir, you muſt needs have obſerved by reading the Gazerr s , where you have the In- 
ventory of them, that almoſt all the Counties, and the mot principal Cities, ſuch as 
Lendin and York, and the chiefeſt Towns and Corporations have torbore and declined pre- 
ſenting any. And I may add, that even where they have. been obtained , not Ore in 
Ten, and in ſome places not One ina Hwndred had any hand in, or gave concurrence to 
chem. For if it be allowed, as in Juſtice as well as Modeſty it ought, that whoſoever 
have either avoided or refuſed Subicribing, are as truely to be judged againft them, as 
they who have poſitively withſtood, or directly oppoſed them, then the Tale of the Ad- 
dreilers will make bat a very fmall ſhow and appearance m the Muſter-roll of the Nation. 

Se&t. $. And this is the rather to be taken notice of, and doth the better evidence 
what opinion the people have of them, if you conſider the Means, Ways, Arts and Me- 
thods that have been uſed and taken to advance and promote them. For beſides that 
moit of the Clergy, and many in the preſent Commiſſions both Civil and Military, as 
well as ſeveral ot the Magiſtrates of Corporations, have not only intereſted rhemlelves 
in countenancing , bur been ſticklers for them , as for the great Charter or Petition of 
Right. The Grace and Favour with which they have been received, and the Marks 
and Characters of Honour which have been conterred upon divers that preſented them, 
who for ought the world knows, had no ſignal matter elſe to recommend them, were 
very proper means to have procured an Univerſal and National Application. And yet 
neither the Influence of thoſe who pretend to preſcribe unto the Underſtandings, as well 
as to direct and conduct the Conlciences of men; nor the Authority and Advice of thoſe, 
ro whom all are willing to pay a Retpect and Obedience, in whatſoever their Intereth, 
Religion, and the Law will ſitter them; nor yet the hopes of Titles and Honours, 
which ſome merely for that Service have, in the trueſt ſence, bcen loaded with, have 
been elfeCctual to prevail with, or bring over any great or valuable number to joyn in 
them. And ſhonld I tell you what other Arts have been purſized to obtain men to 
Addreſs, you would fay, that either a ſullen Crofinefs, or ſome more generous Prin- 
ciple had polleſted the Nation, that perſons ſhould every where ſo generally refuſe and 
withſtand them. 

Set. 9. And if you more narrowly enquire into the condition of thoſe that are en- 
gaged in the Addreiles, you will find their Quality for the moſt part as inconfiderable 
as their Number. The greateſt Part of thoſe who have given thanks for Diſlolving 
Parliaments, are ſuch as either for want of Years, or Poverty, were never capable of 
giving a Vote in EleCtion of Members to fit in them. Setting aſide Two or Three, or a 
tew more m a Town or Corporotion that have embark t in them, the greateſt part are 
med2 up of the Scum and refuſe of the place where they live. Norwich, whence we 
have been alarm'd with rhe greateſt noiſe, yields but a ſmall number of perſons either of 
Eſtate of Uſefulneſs, whoſe hands were annexed to the Paper which was ſent up. 

Sect. 10. Nor is the Moral Condition of the Addreflers diſagreeable to to their Civil : 
For not to mention, that thoſe who are moſt Popiſhly inclined , have enrolled them- 
{-lves among the firſt in the reſpective Liſts and Subſcriptions, ſeveral others of them 
are ſuch who were formerly either in the number of Abhorrers of Peritions, or guilty 
of one Offence or another, which the laſt Parhaments were about calling them to an 
account for. And whereſoever there is either a little bankrupr Tradeſman, a ſcandalous 
and diigracd Attorney, one whole Neceſliry expoſeth him to be biaſed by Crutts of 
Bread and Pors of Ale, any whoſe Folly makes them pragmarical and impertinent, or 
whole Prodigality and Ambition forceth them to look for Preterment beyond their Me- 
rit, theſe are intallibly in the front of rhe Addretlers,and the unwearied and induſtrious 
procurers of Thanks to His Majeltv tor Dillolving Parliaments. So that for many of 
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them, their manners are ſuch, that did the King but truly underſtand what CharaQer 
they paſs under where they are known, He would eliteem it a refleftion upon His 
Honour, and an aſperſion upon the Wiſdom and Equity of His proceedings,to be either 
approached or chanked by them. 

Set. 11. And as for their Politicks, they are in moſt of them proporriorare to their 
Morals, and agreeable to the condition which their Birch, Education and Fortune have 
ſtared them in, For can any man believe that the Mayors, Headboroughs, aldermes., 
Pailiffs, Burgeſſes and Freemen of Rippon, Wigan, Windſor, Chatham , Haſlemere, New- 
Sarum, &c. are competent Judges of what the late Houſes of Commons did Legally or 
Meoully ? Of what 1s according or contrary to the Laws aud Cuſtoms of Parhament ? 
Or what is agreeable or diſagreeable to the Fundamental Conſtitution of the Land, 
which as well limits the Prerogarive of the King, as fixeth the Rights, Liberties, and 
Authority of Lords and Commons ; when almolt all the Ancients and Benchers, and 
mo{t of the Barriſters, as well as Students of the ſeveral Inns of Court have declared, 
that they are things above them , and which they have neither Power nor Ability to 
make a determination concerning ? Surely the Learned Gentlemen of the Gown are at 
leaſt as well qualified to give their Senſe and Opinion about theſe matters, as Country 
Mercers, Innkeepers, Taylers and Thatchers are ; and yet thoſe refuſe ro meddle with Ad- 
drelies, as referring to things which appertain not unto them, whiltt the latter make 
themſelves Arbitrators between the King and Two Parhaments, and from their pro- 
found Wiſdom pals Sentence againſt their Repreſentatives. The Gentlemen of tho 
Long-Robe have beſides their Loyalty, wherein none dare pretend to outſtrip and ex- 
ceed them, as great obligations ariſing from Intereſt ro have fway'd to accommodate 
themſelves to the wiſhes and deſires of the Court in this marter, asany perſons in the 
Nation have ; And therefore it can be nothing but their knowledg of, and their value 
tor the Laws of the Kingdom, with the Reverence which they are ever reſolved to 
maintain for Parliaments, that could have made them oppoſe Addreſles, and thereby 
venture the diſpleaſing thoſe, to whom they owe , and trom whom they expect fo 
much. Nor will Twenty Thouſand Hands to Addretles from Country-Corporations, 
make that Impreſſion upon the minds of modeſt and thinking men, 2s their being caſt 
out and refuſed by the Benchers and Barriſters of the Is of Courr. 

Se. 12. Having thus far acquainted you with my freeſt and moſt natural Thoughts 
in general about them, it is time now that we more neerly inſpect and paſs our Judg- 
ment upon the marter cf tem : and if I miſtake not , the preſuming to give His Ma- 
ieſty Thanks for Hi promiſmg to Govern by Law, 1s no leſs than a Difloyal and groſs 
Refiection upon him. For will not ſome men hereupon think that he hath Adminiſtred 
ſome juſt ground of Fear or Belief, as if he intended to Govern Arbitrarily ? Or doth 
ir not infuate that he is ſo unconfin'd , that if he pleaſe he may do ſo? Or may we 
not fav, that it plainly intimates, that the beſt Security which we have to rely upon 
why he will not, is His Royal Word in His late Declaration ? It doth unbeccme Ex- 
e/iſh Snbiects to thank their Prince for promiſing to Govern by Law ; ſeeing as he 
never did, fo he cannot do otherwiſe. His Miniſters may adt lllegally , and they are 
lizble to anfiver for it ; but he can do nothing but what the Law diretts and juitifies. 
Nor is he only Lound to this by his Coronation-Oath, which is however a more Sacred 
and Solemn Tye than a Promiſe in a Declaration ; But his own Greatneſs, and his very 
Prerogative, as having their own Foundations in the Law , oblige him to it. For as 
Bra:ton 14Vs, Rex habet ſuperiorem Legem per quam fattirs eſt Rex, Lib.3. de Action. Cap. 9. 
Sect. 2. and theretore that Lex frenum eſt Regis potentia , The Law bounds and limits 
the Kings Porzer. Ner can he, ſays Forteſcue De Leg. Angl. Govern his People by any 6- 
ther Power, than the Law. And as Bratton expreſleth it , (ubi ſupra.) Rex nihil poteſt , niſe 
id (olum qr:9d de jure poteſt 5 The King can donothing, bur what he can do by Law. 

See. 13. But vou will the leſs marvel ar their returning His Majeity Thanks tor pro- 
ruling ro Govern by Law, ſeeing the Tenor of all the Addretles is ro intimate, Thar 
all tre Righr or Claim which we have by Law in our Lives, Liberties or Eſtates, is'de- 
perdent upon His Mateſties Will and Pleaſure. This all of them ſuggeſt and infinnace, 
and {ome of tem do very fully expreſs. What elte can be meant by their thanking 
His Mretiv, For bis un; arallel'd Grace, Fawour and Goodneſs, in purpoſing to continue to them 
their muſt Riv hts, Liberberties and Properties * And for bi; Reſolution, that ( notwithffanding 
wavy trevecattizs! yer His Majeſty will Govern in all things according to the Laws of the 
Kirsdom ? Aud fir His Frincely Purpoſe, never ts invade the Liberties of bis Subjects ? And 
et he harh declar2d, Le ww never ue Arbitrary Government * Do not theſe and all 
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the other Addreſſes imply, That tho' the Laws ſpeak of Rights, Libertics and Propertics 
which belong unto us; yer they are not ſecured untous, but that His Ma'eity, were.it 
not tor the juſt and gracious temper of his Nature, might invade and deſtroy,chem ? 
And is not this to ſacrifice, as far as in them lies, Aagna Chaorta, Petition of Right, and 
our Statute and Ccomon-Laws, to the Soveraign Will and Arbitrary pleaſure of the 
Ptince? Whereas, thanks be to God, the King can neirher difleifſe a man of his Liberty, 
nor break in upon his Property ; but weate enabled co relieve our ſelves in His Maje- 
ſties Courts. Nor are theſe men, for all their ſeeming to abandon Themſelves, Lives, Li- 
bertizs and Properties to His Majeſty's Will, ro be roo much rruſted or relied upon by-r 
His Ma'eſty, ſhould he be tempted contrary to his Duty and Inclination, to otfer at any 
thing Illegal, conſidering how unjuſtly clamorous they have been againſt the Houſe of 
Commons, For their IWegal Vetes and Orders, and uſurping upon their Perſuns and Eſtates. For Addr. froni 
Tyrannizing over their Fellow-Subjes. For their Arburary Proceedings m the two laſt Parlia- the Weſtrert 
ments, and their Unlimited and Illegal Impriſonments, and their Meſſengers exorbitant, exafting, Diviton of 
prererded fees contrary to Magna Charta. For if they be ſo heated and tranſported againit 171” «0. 
their own and the Kingdoms Repreſentatives, when very many wiſe, learned, and indif- ; no 
ferent perſons, and who are as jealous of the leaſt invaſion upon the liberty and proper- Addr. fron! 
ty of the Subject, as any in the Nation, think rhat the Houſe of Commons did nothing Norwich. 

in all the Caſes that are with ſo much warmth and reſentment reflefted upon, but what 

they both might and ought to do by the Laws of the Land and Parliamentary Preſi- 

dents ; 1s it to be imagined, that they would very tamely loſe their Lives, or ſuffer 
themſelves to be ſilently difpoſleſſed of their Eſtares, ar the fole and indiſputable plea- 

ſure of the Prince ? 

Set. 14. And whereas by all the Addreſſes they teſtifie with what approbatiqn they 

have received His Majeſties late Declaration; it is too plain, that thereby they. intimate 

their Satisfaction in the Diſſolution of ſo many Parliaments. Nay fome of them ex- Afar. from 
preſly publiſh their unanimons conſent and delight therein. And others rerurn His Majelty {.- Briſtol. 
lemm thanks for giving bis two laſt Parliamems ſuch timely Diſſolutions. Had theſe people the Addr. from 
diſcretion and modeſty which might become them, they would have eſteem'd rhem- Norwich. 


ſelves very improper and unſufficient Judges of the prudentialneſs of that exerciſe of 


Royal Power. Andthis is the firſt preſident that ever England faw, of any Commoners 
giving His Majeſty thanks for diſmiſſing Parlaments. For tho'ſfome of our former Kings 
have, upon Miſunderſtandings ariſen between them and. their Parliaments, abruptly Dit- 
ſolved them, and publiſhed very weighty Declarations in Juſtiftication-of what - a did ; 
yet whatever Submiſſion the people yielded to. what theſe Princes had done, or how 
{eaſonable and juſtifiable ſoever they in their own minds believed it, rhey never Addre(- 
ſed theſe Monarchs ina way of Thanks for doing of it. And tho' poſſibly the laſt Long- 
Parliament, was through its long Sitting, efteemeda great grievance to the Nation, and 
roo many of its Members judged eaſily manageable for betraying the liberty of the 
Subject, had they been powerfnlly rempted thereunto, and tho” His Majeſties Diſlolving 
them was entertained with anUniverfal joy, yet none had the folly rothank him for is, 
as knowing of what fatal conſequence ſuch an aftion might afterwards.prove. And whe- 
ther the many acknowledgments-which ſome have returned, the King for Difſolving 
Two ſuch Parliaments, thar for what appear by their Printed Votes and Debates, were 
filled with men of as great integrity and ability, as, well as Gentlemen of as great, E- 
ſtares, as bave in any age met together in the great Councel and. Senate of the King- 
dom; do become thoſe that are well-wiſhers toche. Proteſtant. Region either at lome 
or abroad, or ſuch as have duly conſidered the preſent ſtate of the Nation and che ma- 
ny dangers with which it is encompalled, may be worthy of their moſt ſerious thoughts, 
when thev are at leaſure to look. back upon, and, examine what they havg done. Sure- 
ly thoſe men, who at the ſame time thank the King. for: promiſing to,Govern by Lay, 
never conſidered that it is both a fundamental Law. af the Kingdom, and much of the 
ſoul and life of all our. Laws, not. only to have frequent Parliaments, but, bave them 
permitted to ſit to diſpatch the affairs of the Nation. , Nor. can they, be ſuppoſed to, haye 
ſeriouſly weighed how-when the Kingdom ſeems in fo much danger from an aſpiring, 
and formidable Neighbour, our Religion and Lwes ſo gceuly- in hazard by the helliſt 
conſpiracies of rhe- Papiſts, our Alles in ſo much. _ of countenance and aſſiſtance , 
that the:King, tho' never ſo well inclined, as we will always believe His Majeſty to be, 
cannot without the concurence, aid and advice, of a. Parliament, do any thing may ef- 
fectually anſwer thoſe weighty, importunate- and loud calls, For. what can His Ma- 
jeſty be conceived able to do in ſuch SLOTS Hale when he hath neither Power w_ 
aha. 
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the Purſes of his people, nor can ſo much as command the A4ilitia cf the Nation to march 
out cf their reſpeCtive Counties? But that which theſe Addretks imply, which is yer of 
more dangerous im e, is that the very Being of Parliaments doth wholly depend 
upon the will and pleaſure of the King. Whereas ſich a ſuppoſal is inconſiſtent” with the 
—_— of the wy, does pry Frum with the ends of ovr Government, 
and might eV ous to the 1: and happineſs of the Nation, in caſe we 
ſhould bereafter ha a King void of compaſſion to, 7 regardlets of the intereſt of 
his people. For tho” it be left to the Wiſdom of the Soveraign where he will have Par- 
liamentsto Aſſemble, and belongs to His Prerogarive to call them when his own Prince- 
ly occaſions or the neceſſities of his people do require ; yet the Law which His Mate- 
EA. 2. cap. {ty is ſworn to obſerve, it being a part of His Coronation Oath, Tunere Leges & conſue- 
4 E4.3. cap. 7, | , . _ 
14 tudines Regni, doth ee that we ſhall have Ammal Parliaments, and by direting 
36. Ed.z, the ends for, and the affairs about which they are to meer, doth ar leaſt imply ſome- 
cap. 10, thing of their continuing to fit till thoſe affairs be accompliſhed, and the faid ends com- 
paſled and obtained. Nor will His Majeſty be ever induced to believe thar he can be 
thought to Govern according to Law, without calling Parliaments whenſoever the di- 
ſtreſſes and grievances of His people beſpeak and require them. Neither is it to be ima- 
gined that he ſhonld long harbour any ſuch thought in His Royal breaſt, That he can 
anſiver the direCtions and ends of the Law, without permitting Parliaments to fit ſuch 
a' convenient ſeaſon, as that they may in conjunttion with His Mateſty, relieve the Peo- 
ple from ther manifold fears, redreſs the numerous and fore grievances of the Nation, 
and provide for the ſafery, ſtrength, and honour of the Kingdom. 
Se#. 15. Inthe next place, All the Addreſſes ſeem to be frana d rowards rhe expreſ- 
ſing a willingneſs in the People, that the Duke of Yorke ſhould facceed His Majelty. 
And this they infinuate a readineſs ut the Addreſſes ro further, withont the leaſt defire 
to have any proviſion made before-hand for the Security of the Proteſtant Religion , 
Or Safe-guarding the Lives of ſuch-as profeſs it, under the Reign of one thar is a known 
Addr. from and violent Papiſt. For whilſt the Addrefſers are pleaſed ro fay, That it z the Kingdoms 
the County of Intereſt to comtmue the Succeſſion in its Due ard Right Line; And take upon them rothank 
—_ al His Majeſty, For bis wnalterable Reſolutions to preſerve the Crown in its due and Legal courſe of 
nary "Deſcent; and undertake to ſacrifice their Lives to preſerve the Kings Heirs and Coufal Suc- 
Ripon, Weſt ceſſors. And offer their Livves and Fortunes to His Maſjeſties Diſpoſal for this purpoſe ; All peo- 
ern Diviſion of ple do ſufficiently underſtand what they aim ar, and that the meaning -of all this is, 
Suſſex. That they would have the Duke of York come to the Throne. Bur I wiſh they had 
—— Lap ſhown ſo much Ingenuity and Candour, as to have taken notice and acknowledged, that 
Addr. from All His Majeſties Subjects are as render of the Preſervation of the Monarchy, and as zea- 
Monmuth, lous to have it continued in the Royal Line, as any of rhemſelves dare pretend to be. 
For it is more than probable, that nothing ſo much influenced the bringing in and preſ- 
ſing the Bill of Exclafion, as a regard to the Preſervation of the Monarchy ; which fome 
of the beſt, wiſeft, and moſt Loyal of His Majeſty's Sub'efts think the coming to have 
a Popiſh King may ſhake and endanger; eſpectally conſidering what this Nation felt 
from the laſt Papft that poſſeſt the Throne; and how it hath been of lars, and ftill is 
threatned by the bloody Confſpiracies of the Rowifh Party. Beſides, it had not been amiſs, 
if -our late Addrefiers tad owned, that the King, Lords and Commons have a Power to 
diſpoſe of the Succeſſion, as they fhall judge moſt conducible to'the Safery, Intereſt 
'and Happineſs of the Kingdom ;and that he is His Majeſties Heir 'and Succeſlor, upon 
-whom the whole Legiſlative Power ſhall think meet to ſettle the Inheritance of the 
Crown. Nor wonld it have misþecome men profeſfing the Proteftant Religion, and ten- 
der of Engliſh Liberties, to have* recommended to His Majefties ſecond Thoughts and 
maturer Advice, what Three ſeveral Parliaments have with ſo much ſtrength of Reafors 
+ inſiſted upon, and with ſo mnch earneſtnefs parſed and deſired. And I wiſh they were 
able to tell us what they mean, 'Whenar the ſame time thar they engage to defend the 
Proteftant Religion, they vow, to the laſt drop of 'their Blood, to ftand:by the next Succeſſor ; 
And therather, becaufe there is ſome reaſon to believe, thar many of them will not be 
oyer-forward to dye Martyrs. It wonld be alfofome farisfattionto be inſtruted, how 
they think zo defend the Crown, in the Preſervation whereof they- pretend to be ready To 
* ſacrifice themſelves and all they have , ſeeing by being willing to admit a Papiſt to be King, 
rhey conſent to the robbing it of the Supremacy, which isone of the brighteſt Jewels in 
. However it is forme comfort, that' one end of ſerting on foot and carrying on theſe 
_ Addreſſes, being tro make a Survey and obtain a Lf of all that were for the Duke of 
York, they do notupon the Moſter-Rolls appear ſo many as-to endanger the Nation in a 


Civil 
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Civil Way, in caſe the King ſhould hereafter, {6 far comply , wich the hunible Re- 
queſts of his People, as to be willing to paſs the Bill of Excl»ſiom,, if tendred to him 
by a fyture Parhament. + 4 | 
Se&. 16. Bur beſides whar is already ſaid concerning the Quality and Deſign of the 
the ſaid Addrefles, there is this farther tendency in them all, namely, to inſinuate to 
the Nation, that we have and enjoy a ſufficient Securiry for our Religion, Lives and 
Liberties. For as if it were not enough to acknowledge, as all His Va'etties Liege- Addr. from 
people do, His Majeſties Eaſe, Fiſt, and moſt Gracious Government ſmce His Reſtora» Derby, and 


' tion; and to teſtifie their ſenſe of the Felicity and _— which all His Majeſties Sub- from theMi- 


jets have moſt comfortably enjoyed under a moſt Regular, Gracions and Peaceful Govern- litary Offi- 

ent: They are pleaſed further to adde, His that Ma'eſties Promiſe in His late Declara- Cers of Surry 
tion, Of adbering to the Laws of the. Land and making them the Rule of His Government, Addr. from 
x not only ſufficient to allay all mens Fears ag:d Fealcuſies, renzwove the Miſunderſtandings o "Briſtol , and 
all well-meaning and reaſonable Pecple , and give ns all poſſible aſſurance of enjoying the rom Dorſet. 
greateſt Liberty and beſt Religion, that any people in the world have ; but that no greater Addr. from 

Security can be bad or boped i, in order to the enjoying cur Religion, Liberties and Properties, Eym Regis, 


- than His Majeſties Royal Word to Govern by the Laws. Whereas not only four Parlia- Clifton, Dart- 


ments have repreſented and declared the manifold. Dangers by which our Religion, mouth, Har- 
Lives and Properties are threatned and encompaſled; and how difiiculr, if not im- mf; Grand 
poſlible it is, to preſerve and ſecure them from the Deſigns that are laid againſt them; Inqueſt of 
bur the King alſo hath been pleaſed ro ſignifie the ſame, and thar as well in ſeveral the County 
Proclamations publiſhed for the informing of His People, as in divers Speeches to His of Oxen , 
Two Houſes of Parliament ; whoſe Advice He both thereupon required, and alfo that Briſtol, &c. 
efteftual Laws might be made for the obviating and preventing thoſe many Muſchiefs 

and Dangers that are impending over us. And if the Kings hitherto governing by 

Law, hath not been ſufficient ro diſcourage our Popiſh Enemies from Conſpiring our 

DeſtruCtian ; Can it be apprehended, that His Majeſties adherence ro the Laws for the 


future, will remove the Jealouſies, and allay the Fears which we have of the Papilts ? 


Beſides, tho' His Majeſty is always to be ſuppoſed, reſolved and inclined to Govern 
by Law , yer there want not too many Inſtances, wherein His Miniſters that are ' 
truſted with the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, have tothe great prejudice of the Sub'ect, 
and the Alarming the whole Nation, failedin their Duty. Our dreadful Apprehenſions 


donot proceed from any ill Opinion which we have of the King, but from the impla- |, 


cable Hatred which the Roſh Faction bear as well againſt Him, as His Proteſtant Sub- | 
jects; and from the Corruption of thoſe Officers of Juſtice,who do either abuſe or per- 
vert the Law to baſe Ends,or hinder its due and Legal Execution. Nor is it our having | 


good Laws,bur their being truely executed,that will advantage and relieve us; 6 there- | 


fore we are to. be pardon'd,tho' we profeſs our ſelves doubrful of our Security by them, | 


whilſt ſome that have been entruſted with the Adminiſtration of them, are ſutter d to - 


eſcape the puniſhments which my have deſerved for obſtruCting their courſe, and for 

if we ſhould with all Thankfulneſs acknowledg, thar 
we are in ſome Security during His Majeſttes Life , will the Laws which we have, 
without ſome farther. and more eftectual proviſion before His Majeſtics Death , con- | 
tribute much to our Safety, when we ſhall hereafter have a Popiſh King to Reign 
over us? Bur can theſe men be ſuppoſedin earneſt, when they tell us thar rhe Nation | 
is in no darger, While the Papiſts continue ſo aftive to extirpate the Northern Hereſie, 
and arein a more hopeful way to efteCt it than ever? Alas ! the Popiſh Plet , inſtead 
of being defeated, is not ſo mnch as yet throughly deteCfted : And inſtead of the Pa- 
pi wgdiſmay'd by that Diſcovery which hath been made, or by the Juſtice which 

] 


hath been inflicted upon ſome of the Criminals, they are only enflam d to proſecute 
their D&viliſh Conſpiracy with the greater vigour, and to execute what rhey intend 
. with more bloody rage. Can any man that is not void of common. ſenſe believe, 


that we are ſafe aad out of danger, when every true Ptoteſtanr is in daily hazard 


through their Sham-Plots, and by their hiring and ſuborning vile and execrable Vil- 


hins to- Swear- Treaſon againſt thoſe that have any Zeal for our Religion and Civil 
' Liberties ?? How®can we be ſuppoſed arrived at any meaſure of Safery, when there 
are an Hundred things abſolutely neceſlary - to be done towards our Preſervation, 
wherein the King, tho' fully diſpoſed to adhere ro the Laws, is in no capacity to meddle, 
-withour the, aſſiſtance and concurrence of his Parliament ? And therefore if men will 
after all that they have ſeen, felt, heard, and read of a Damnable Popith Plot to de- 


Atroy the Perſon of the King, overthrow the Eſtabliſhed Religion , and enſlave the 


Nation 
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Nation to an Antichriſtian forraign Power, flatrer tliemfelves u pon a bare Declaration, 
thar Ris Majeſty will Govern by Law, that thereupon all is ſafe and fecure ; they 
mult not rake it ill, if they be thought accellary to their own and the Kingdoms 
r1:ne, throngh their dull and blockiſh Increduliry, to fay no worſe. 

Sect. 17. Arother ill rendency of moſt, if not all the Addrefies, is the reviving the 
memory of the Ine unhappy Troubles, which it is the Intereſt both of His Va elty 
and the whole Kingdom to have buried in perpetual Oblivion. For the mentioning 
of that War with refle&tion and bitterneſs, ſerves only to make men remember three 
haſity Diilolations of Parliaments, and Twelve years want of one, with ſome other 
things which fell out in that ſpace, all which preceded and had too grear an intluence 
towards the cauſing of it. Beſides, there was a Maſlacre of the Proteſtants in lrela:4 
by the Papiſts there, and a bloody War commenced for the extirpation of the Engliſh 
Government in that Kingdom ; which as it too much exaſperated the minds of men 
towards that unhappy War which begun here, ſo I fear the upbraiding men roo much 
with their concern mm thoſe Troubles, will not prove very uſeful to the party ther ap- 
pears moſt forward in it. Nor is it eaſie to be imagined, how the merition of the 
late War comes to be brought upon the Stage at this time of day, ſeeing moſt thar 
were b;lieved either the firſt Fomenters of, or proved afterwards Attors in it, are 
d-24d and gone; and for thei Children (witneſs many of the moſt violent and high- 
flown Clergy ) they are commonly fonnd ro be of Principles direQtly contrary to 
what they were.. Nay, that which renders all reproachful Diſcourſe of that War at 
this junCture ftill more ſtrange, is that the ignominy and cdizm: of it is deſigned to fall 
upon many of the chiefeſt of thoſe that ſerved under the Banners of rhe late King, 
or upon ſich who ſprung from them that did, and have their Fathers Loyalty mixed 
with their Blood. And to deal plainly, I know nothing thar can fo plaulibly juſtifie 
the Parliaments cauſe in that War, as the telling the World that there was little or 
no difterence betwixt their Principles and the Principles of thoſe thar fat in the Two 
laſt ParLaments, whoſe aCtings the Addreſſes do with ſo much Indeeency brand and 
aſperſ?. And the language that is daily beſtowed upon the Members of theſe late 
Parliaments, as being men of the ſame complexion that they of the Parliament 
Forty One were , will, inftead of leaving any reproach upon them on whom it is 

' intended to be faſtned, beget a betrer opinion of thoſe to whom they are 
compared , than the Addrefſers would: be willing that they of this Age ſhould tind 
reaſon to entertain. 1 may add, that none have lived more peaceably , and with 
berrzr Submiſſion under His Majeſties Government, than they who were engaged on 
the ParFaments ſide in that unhppy War ; and therefore it doth not ſeem.an att of 
any great Prudence ro diſcourage them m their Obedience, by upbraiding them with 
thar, which the Law hath'not only pardoned, but which chey have expiated by their 
 Lovalry fince. Nor do I think that when the Parliament, after the King's Reſtaura- 
rior , made the At of b:demnity, wherein among other things Enatted which they 
judged neceflary rowards the Settlement of the Nation, they prohibited, under a Pe- 
n1alrv, one mans reproaching another with his being concerned in that War , during 
ris lace of rhree years after the date of the ſaid Act, that ever they intended, thar 
men ſhoukt afterwards with the greateſtLicenciouſheſs and Scurrility upbraid one an- 
orh=r with it. Nav, they hop'd, that if the Spirits and Tongues of men were ſo long 
bridied and reſtrain d, thetr Animoſities would be wholy- extinguiſhed before the ex- 
 pirariort of chat time. And none but men of very ignplacable Spirits would call over, 
and with ſo much Satyr aſperte men -for theſe things ; eſpecially when thege, hath nor 
1-1 the lext canſe adminiftred forit : unleſs it be, that ſuch havea ercatefindernel 
nd valne for rhe Proteftant Religion and Ergliſh Liberties, than to defire they ſhould 
comerolye/at the ditcrerion of a Popiſh Prince as the Adareſlers plainly wiſh they may. 

Sect. £8: As'ovr Aﬀairs are now circumſtanced, and as the ſtate of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion ſtands at prefert in England, the Addreffers carry anotherill Deſign in them, which 
is, to enffame' difterences further among our ſelves, and-thereby betray us- into the 
hands cf Popith Adverfaries. For as if the principal thing we were to aim'ar, were not 
the preſcivitg our Religion againſt the Conſpiracies of the Papiſts, arfd as if the united 
ſtrength of 'all Proteſtants were not little enough to effect and obtain it; no leſs will 
{crve moſt, - if nor all of the late Addretlers, than the Executing the Laws with the ur- 
moſt Severiry againſt Proteftant Dillenters. And as if there very thinking of a Fanatick 

tad made them deliroys, they will not allow the Parliament ro make the leaſt abate- 
met intheterms of Contormity, or to give Indulgence in; or-diſpenſe with one Cere- 
- . mony : 


UN 
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mony ; though all the Ceremri:s, and the preſent Farm of Warſlip, and-the very Hrerarchy if 
"FxIf, can plead no other Authority by which they are er jvined, or by which the SubjeCts ot 

this Land are bound to comply with and ſubmit to them, but ſume Atts of Parliament. Nay, 
' ſolittle do the perſons, that have Subſcribed the Addrefles, underſtand the Intereſt of the Pro- 
 jeſtant Religion, as now by Law eſtabliſhed, thar they would not have an Act to be repealed, 

which may under a Popiſh Prince,& in caſe Popery come to be ſetup, prove as fatal and mif- 

chievous to them that are at this time the Conformable Clergy, as it will to the Diſienters ; 

tho' at preſent it, do only reach and be applied ro the latter. And that I may not ſeem to im» 

poſe npon them, Is not all this the full and plain import of their joining Pepiſh Recuſants and , 
* Seditiozes Seftaries all along together ? Of their afhrming Fanatical Parties tv be as dangerous a from 
as Po « Of reckoning up the pernicious endeavours of the Settaries, in coniort with the " c oo 
Devil Deſigns of the Papiſts ? And as if this ware not fufficient to declare what they meen, $2/xbury. 
they not only take upon them to thank His Majeſty, For not paſſing Limitati;ns or Nullifications Addr. from - 
of ſuch wholeſem Atts as were deſigned for Preſervation of the Refurmed Religicn, eſpecially the 3 5. C \fron, Berge 

9. Elizabeth, and for not ſuffering that Law, and others made againſt Conventicles ro be Kepealed : nw nn 


they humbly pray His Majeſty, that thoſe Law now in force, may wigorcuſly, [| peeduly and equally _ _— 


be pat in Execution againſt all Papiſts and Proteſtant Diſſentevs : And particularly, that rhe Statutes Nore.ch. 
of the 3d of K. James, and the 3 5th of 2. Elizabeth may be put and continued m their due Execu- Addr. from 
2700. It is ſomething ſtrange to tind a company of men fo zealous for the Proteſtant Religion, > apes 
when divers of them are the Diſgrace and Reproach of any Religion which they take upon 7 gg 
them to profeſs. But can we believe rhat they are Proteſtants, or at leaſt that they underitand Addr. from 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, who repreſent Diſſenters as equally dangerous to the Government Norwich, 
and Eftabliſhed Religion, as the Papiſtsare ? It would adminiſter a ground of tooill an Opi- Ar: from 
nion of our Supreme Rulers and Publick Miniſters, ſhould they allow and approve wuar as 
theſe men have ſuggeſted. For are there any amongſt the Dillenters, that have ſworn Obedi- 

ence to a Forreign Power, that they ſhould be thus pur into the ſame Liſt of dangerous per- 

ſons to the Government with the Papiſts? Or is there any Security that the Legiſlative Power 

can require of them for their Peaceablenefſs, that they are not willing and ready to give? Yea, 

Isnot the Religion of the Dillenters cſtabliſhed by Law, as well as that of the Conformitts, 
tho' there be ſome things Ordained, as the Accoutrements and Modes of the National Religi- 

on, which the Non-Conformiſts cannot ſubmit unto? For as the only Foundation upon which 

the Dillenters go, is that their Faith aud Worſhip are agreeable and according to the Scripture, 
which is the alone Rule of the mind of God to all his People in whar they are to beheve and 
perform : So from the Authority which the Scripture hath allowed unze it by the Law of 

this Land, and by the Gonſonancy of their Doctrine to the Eſtabliſh'd Articles of Faith, they 
humbly ccnceive that they have the countenance and warranty of the Law for their Religion. 

Nor doth the Law diſallow or forbid any thing which they profeſs ; ic only enjoyns. tome 

farther things, which they cannot come up to. And as the Dillenters do not oppole any one 
Dodttrinal Article of the Church of Ezgland, ſo they blame and judge no man tor the Cano- 

nical Obeclience that they promiſe to the Biſhops, or their Conformity to the Ceremonies ; 

but merely beg that themfelves may be excuſed. And ſhould they be gratified as to all which 

in our preſent circumſtances they do deſire, it would amount only to this, That they may 

Preach the Goſpel withour being liable to Impriſonment, Fings,and Baniſhmene. Nor uo tney 

cover Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, or Parochial Maintainance; tho' were it not tor tome things, 

which are made the Teſs to thoſe Places and Advantages, and Which wichout any inconvert- 

ency might be laid aſide, there are many of them that areas worthy of them as others. Nei- 

ther can that which is ſtiled the Church of England fuffer any diminution in the number of its 
Members by an Indulgence to Proteſtant Diflenters, having both:rhis i I give thee, and thus 

faith the Magiſtrate on their ſide, unleſs the Clergy ſhould fall ſhort in Abilities for rheir Fun- 

ion, and in having Tihrs ſaith the Lord to plead tor them. Burt how dare theſe perſons, who 

have ſubſcribed the Addrefles, aflume the confidence to cenſure Parliaments, for going abour 

to repeal Laws, which by woful experience have been found not only uſeleſs, but inconveni- 

ent, both to the Proteſtant Religion, and the ſafery of the Kingdom? For as Parliaments have 

Power to Enact Laws, ſo they have the ſame Power to Aboliſh them, whentoever they find, 

that inſtead of anſwering the Ends which they were made for, they have proved pre;udicual ro 

the Common Good. And ſurely one may humbly ſay, and that without the leait Retlection 

upon che Grace and Favour with which the Addrefles have been received; that two Parh«- 

ments, {o fairly and unanimouſly choſen, and conſiſting of Gentlemen of the chieteſt Quality, 

beſt Parts,greateſt Wiſdom,moſt plentiful Eſtates, and tirmeſt Integrity to the Intereit of Reli- 

gion ard rhe Nation, and all, except a few, Zealous Sonsof the Church, and unfained Defend- 

ers of the preſent Hierarchy, Diſcipline, Forms and Rites of Worſhip, were in all probability 

as able and likely ro know what will let in or keep our Popery, what will prelerve us trom, 

or betray us into the hands and power of the Papilts,as Twenty or Thirty perſonsin a County 

or Corporation, moſt of whom are mot worth Forty $hillings Freehold a year, and many of 

them not able to ſpzak Ten words of Tat But it is eafie to conjecture who in divers 
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places ſer theſe Addreſlers at work, and who put that in reference to Proteſtant Diſſentersints 
{© many Addreffes, namely, either perſons Popiſhly inclined;that they might thereby continue 
and heighten our differences, and make us the more eaſily a prey to Rome; or ſome ignorant 
Clergy-men, who befides their enmity at Fanaricks, have little elſe ro recommend thera to the 
obtaining a common and civil reſpect, bur their Caſſock and their Surplice 

Set. 19. And asif allthis that I have with the greateſt ſincerity and jultice repreſented un- 
to you, were not enough to blaſt the credit of the Addreſles, and to expoſe the weakneſs and 
folly of ſich as have ſubſcribed them ; there is ſomething yet further, and which is infinitely 
more pernicious that they purſue and aim at, namely, to poſſeſs His Maieſty and the World 


. with a belief; rhat thereisa deſign carried on by Proteſtants againſt the King and the Govern- 


ment. Hence they not only thank His Majeſty For recolleting the ſeveral ſteps and advances by 
which we were betrayed into tur former confuſions ; but take upon them to obſerve, that there 
are ſome ill men ho labeur the ſubverſion of cur Religion, Liberties and Properties,” under the ſpecicus 
pretence of Reformaiion, being the ſame method that they brought to paſs all the miſeries of Uſurpation 
and Tyranny that this Kingdem lately groan'd under ; and that being ſeaſoned with thc old leaven 
Commen-wealth Principles, they have endeavoured to make a miſun Tons mp berwixt His Majeſty 
end his people, and to throw us back into the ſame confuſion we were delivered from by His Majeſties 
happy Reſtauration; and that not cnly the good order and quiet of the Government hath been moſt 
wickedly attempted to be diſturbed and ſhaken, but to be overthrown and utterly ſubverted, and the we- 
ry Mcnarchy it ſelf to be deſtroyed Surely had theſe perſons whopreſiime to ſuggeſt this unto His 
Majeſty, known any Republicans or Fanaticks, who by poſſeſſing the people with groundleſs fears 
and jealtuſies,vold bring us into Anarchy and confuſion, or that would ſubvert the known Laws of 
the Land, where cur Religicn, Liberty and Property are wound up; they ought by their Allegi- 
znce to have Depoled againſt themand given in their Names, that they might be prcſe.cuted 
and come to ſitter according to the greatneſs andquality of their Crimes, Burt alas! this was a 
Frovince they durſt not undertake, and the women pas. it would have too palpably laid open 
their Folly, and expoſed their Malice. And becauſe many have deen drawn to ſet their hands 
to Addreties, who do not well underſtand whence this clamour of a Presbyterian Plot proceeds, 
I ſhall briefly unfold the Myſtery that lies at the botrom of all this loud and groundleſs noiſe. 
The Papitrs being charged with a Helliſh Conſpiracy againſt the Perfon of the King, our 
Religion, Government, and the Lives of all His Majetties Proteſtant-SubieRs, and this being 
proved againſt them to the fatisfaCtion of allthe rational parr of ' Mankind, as well by their 
own Papers, as by the Teſtimonies of many unqueſtionable Wirnefles ; an d finding that nei- 
ther ther impudent denying it, nor their falfely ſcandalizing ſome, and endeavouring to de- 
Lauch and corrupt others of the King's Evidence, could either bring them off from the 
Scandal of this Plot, or free them from the Puniſhment, which were a Parliament permit- 
red to Sit, more of them muſt undergo ; they retreat to this as their laſt refuge, namely, 
the amuzing the' Nation with'the Buz of a Presbyierian and Phanatick Plor, carried on to 0- 
verthrow the Government , and deftroy the Monarchy , under pretence of proſecuting a 
Pop;ſh Conſpiracy. And towards the obtaining credit ro this, they not only form'd the I:- 
rrigue of the Meal-Tub, but invented the Shams of Sir Edmond-bury Godfrey's murdering him- 
telf, and my Lord Howard's penning Fitz-Harrs's Libel; which tha' they have ſhamefully 
redounded upon themſelves, Yet having no other Game to play , they are ſtill labouring, 
partly by ſuborning Witneſſes, and hiring impudent Raſcals to ſwear Treaſon againſt Pro- 
reitants, and partly by a groundleſs and impudent clamour, to infeft unwary and heedleſs 
perſcns with the perſwaſion of fich a Deſign. And it is from the Papiſts that weak and 
credulous people have taken the ſcent of a Presbyrerian Plot, And aſcribe it to His Majeſties 
Wiſdom and Soveraign Authority, that we are not relapſing into the Miſeries and Confuſions of Ty- 
ranny and Uſurpation, by the ſubtile Arttfice and cunning Contrivances of the old Enemies f the 
Monarchy and the Church, who by the inſmuations of Religion, Liberty and Property, prevail upon 
weak and unwary men, to make them ſubſervient to their Fattions and Ambitiozs Deſigns. Surely, 
theſe men never ccnſidered what a notorious Scandal they have hereby endeavoured to fa- 
itzn, not only upon many of His Ma'efties peaceable, beſt and moſt Loyal Subjects,but whar 
a vile Aſperſion rhey have caſt upon the whole Kingdom , which greatly ſuffers in its Ho- 
nour, Ly ſtanding repreſented in the face of all the World, as broken and divided within it- 
felt, and ſinking back again into all Confuſion : Nor have they duly weighed what a Refle- 
(tion they lodge upon the King s Government and Conduct, that He who was ſo lately Re- 
ſtored by the unanimous Conſent, and with the univerſal Joy of all his People, ſhould in fo 
few years have loſt the Love and Reverence of ſo greata number of His Subjects, as are 
intended hereto be accuſed. Can there beany thing vented to the diminiſhing His Maieſties 
Reputation more abroad, and for diſcouraging Forreign Princes and States from entring into 
toe Alltances which are neceſſary for the good, as well of His Ma'eſties Kinzdoms, as of 
Chrijtendom, and tor the lelſening the expectation and confidence which thoſe with whom we 
are in cage, ought to remain potteſt with,of our being able to anſiver the ends of them, than 
tis account which wheſe anen preſent His Ma'eſty with, of the poſtnre of the Nation, and 
ITE | remper 
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temper of lus People, and which our Gazerres have diftuſtd into all Countries? And doth not 
this alſo direCtly rend to the falling His Majeſties Proreſtant-Sub'eQs with ſealouſies one of an- 
other, thereby ro take them otf from their watchfulnefs oyer, and ro weaken their en- 
deavours againſt the Papiſts , who labour no lefs to deſtroy the Diflenters, than thoſe that 
Conform to the National Form of Worſhip , and to the Eftabkſhd Diſcipline and Ceremo- 
nies, and for the withſtanding of whoſe Bloody Defigns, and faving our Religion and the Na- 
tion from the effe&t of their malicious and deſperate Conſpiractes, the united Hearts and 
Hands of all true Proteſtants will be found lirtle enough ? And will not this Charatter,which 
che” Addreſſes are pleaſed to give of the ſtate of 'Eng/amd, wonderfully embolden that aſpiring 
Monarch, the French King, to ' ry in his Encroachments upon the Dominions of his 
Neighbours, as judging himſelf ſecure from any check which the King of Great Britain can 
give him ? For as His Majeſty can be in no capacity to diſcourage 'him from further Ar- 
tempts againft the Peace of Exohe's or to hinder his Conqueft;] but by being ereat in the 
Hearts of all his own People; andin a happy Correfpondence ard Conjunttion' with his Par- 
liament; ſo we have reaſon to fear, that they who endaavour to beger Miſiinderſtandings 
- berrwixt His Majeſty and his Subjects , and to create in them nywitual Diſtraſts each of o- 
ther, are either Penfioners of France,or under the ConduCt and Inflaence of then that are. 
SeZ. 20. Bur as if it were not enough for thoſe perfons, who have ſabſcribed the Addreſſes, 
tofaſten ſo vile a charge as you have heard, npon wy of the people, whom the better to 
'reconcile credit to what they fay;they are pleaſed ro call Republicans and Fanacicks they have 
alfo taken the boldneſs to involve the Two laft Parhaments under the guilt of the fame crimes 
and accufations. Accordingly they rell His Majeity, with what an infimte patience and condeſcen- _ 
tion,he did ſubmit to hear unreaſonable jealoufies promoted m them, illegal courſes and proceedings windi- Addr. fromi 
dicated, and all the great and moſt benizn Indulgences if their Sruerargns goodneſs miſrepreſented. And Okebampron: 
they thank the King, for Hi fteady reſolutions of mamtaining the Rights of the Crown, 8c; againſt \ qvc com 
the Arbitrary Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons im the rwo laſt Parliaments; And- for not Signing Norwich: 
ſuch Bills as were prepared for His Majeſties Subjects to aſſociate to deſtroy the Sncceſſion and extrpate 
Mamarchy. Yea, they profeſs Their Admiration of His Majeſties Princely Wiſdom and Comncel in 
the conduct of his Affairsgn obviating (viz. by Diſlolving Parliaments) rhe Deſigns of the perniciowes 
Enemies of the Church and State: And declare, That they cannot but admire His Majeſties Tranſcen- 
dent and Sacred Wiſdom, which in that _— and confuſed funtture did ſo ſeaſcnably interpoſe,and 
fo calmly ſuppreſs the threatning Flames which were breaking forth. And thereupon they preſent 
their Acknowledgments to His Majeſty, For timely Jroveneng (by Diſfolving thoſe Parliaments) 
the Deſigns of Ill men, who in the ſame Age a ſecond Time attempting by the ſame Methods as for- 
merly, the deſtruction of His Loyal Subjetts, the diminution of his Leefs Power, and the debafing the 
Grandeur of the Engliſh Throxe, I know not by what Name theſe falſe and flanderons Accuſari- 
ons charged upon two Parlaments, ought to be called; bur it is to be hopd;that rhe next Par- 
liament willar once tell the Nation, by what name the Law tiles chem, and what Puniſhment 
it hath allotted for thoſe that have made themſelves Guilty of ſo vile and ſcandalous an Aſper- 
ſion, as that two Parliaments had gone about to deſtroy the Proteſtant Religion, as Legally 
eſtabliſhed, and to extirpate Monarchy.Whereas thoſe excellent perſons, of which the two laſt 
Houſes of Commons confifted, had many of them ventured ther Lives, and loſt their Eſtates 
for the Monarchy ; and all of them were ſuch, as upon Principles of Reaſon and from Incli- 
nation are true Lovers of it. They not only had too late and fad Experience of a Common- 
wealth, to be fond of returning to it again ; butthey know, that no other Government cart 
agree with the Genius of the People and ſuit the ballance of the Nation,bur a well-Regulared 
Monarchy,ſfuch as ours is by the Laws of our Conſtitution. Nor can His Majeſty be ſuppoſed 
to believe, thar ever they will prove true tothe Monarchy, who are not true tothe Rights 
and Priviledges of Parliament. - For they who can revile and deſpiſe one Eſſential part of the 
Conſtitution, have nothing to oblige them to adhere to the other, but the proſpect of Prefer- 
ment, or worldly Gain. And to ſee men countenanced, that revile any one part of the Legi- 
ſlative Authoriry, may be too ill a preſident, and which His Majeſty is obliged to ſee redreſied, 
from the Love that he beareth to the Crown. For whoſoever ſtrikes at Parhaments, does by 
undermining the Government as by Law Eſtabliſhed, ſhake the very Pillars of the Throne. 
Se&#. 21x. Nor do they only intimate a Deſign carried on againſt the Government, but 
they irifinnate a Change to be made by Force ; and upon that ſuppoſal, while we are in, and to 
the apprehenſicns of all ſober perſons, likely to continue in perfect Peace, they offer their 
Lives and Fortunes to the diſpoſal of one part of our LegiRative Conſtitution and Power, in 
oppoſition to another. Ie yield, fay they, our Lives and Fortunes at Your Majeſties Command, ade. from 
and will to the laſt drop of our Flood, and Penny of our Fortunes, ſtand by your Majeſty in the De- Wincheſter. 
fence of Your Royal Perſcn, Crown and Gruernment, and Lawfu! Succeſſors: So that by reading Addr: from 
the Addreſſes, one would be inclined to think, that theſe men conſtrue the King's Declaration, "_ c 
as the Erection of the Royal Standard; and thar rhey intend theſe Papers for the Muſter-Rolls © adi. 
of thoſe that are to fight under His Majeſties Enſigns : But as we hope that His Ma'eſty will Adar. front 
never have occafion for War, unlef8 it b2 in e2lieving his All!2s abroad againſt the Ambition of Monmouth: 


Fraxce, 


Addreſs from 
Bedfordſhire. 
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France; who to all his other Invaſions upgn the Dominions of his Neighbours, is at this time 
about employing his Forces againſt the Subjects of His Majeites Kinſman, the Prince Palarime; 
{a we hope, that both in that Caſe, and in any other, wherein His Wildom and juſtice will 
tuffer Him' to engage, He ſhall not only have the Treaſure: of all his People; through the Gift 
of a Parhament, at His Command ; but all cheir Perſons and Lives ready-to be Sacrificed in 
His Service. It is no marvel that ſuch thirſt after War, who have little co live upon in Time of 
Peace, and who may expedt to be Gainers by Troubles. But His Ma'elty, who beſides the 
care He is to to have of the Lives and Eſtates of all his Subjects, hath more to loſe Himſelf 
alone, than all his People, will not, I judge, be prevailed upon to hearken to raſh and heady 
Councels, And how unequal ought they to apprehend themſelves rothe Body of the Nation, 
who when they have had the Folly and Confidence to preſent an Addreſs in the Name of a 
wholeGounty, have at the fame time wan. d,Thar they. were not able tocarry it for any 
thar His Majeſty might be inclined ro recommend,to ſerve in. the next Parliament for the Shire. 

Sezt. 22. The laſt thing I would obſerve, concerning the. Addretles, js, cheir making ſmall 
numbers of men without previous advice had, with eachother, and without being authoriſed 
or entruſted, to judge of the State of the Kingdom. For tho it be lawful forany one man, 
and much more for any number of men, to repreſent to His Majeſty their own wants and 
dangers, and accordingly beg redreſs and reliet ; yet to declare the Stare of the Nation, be- 
longs to nonumber of private perſons whatſoever, bur appertains only to the Parliament, as 
being the Repreſentative of the whole Kingdom. And therefore the Addreſſers, by alfuming to 


. themſelves a Right and Authority to determine abour the State of the Nation, and ro judge 


concerning thoſe things which the Truſtees of all rhe people met in the great Councel,are only 


' proper and by Law allowed to meddle with, have in my apprehenſion made too near an ap- 


proach to the altering the whole Government. - And as they muſt expect thar the judgment 
which they have palled upon perſons and things will ar @nz time or another come under a 
review; ſo matters which have either been miſrepreſented by them, or inreference to which 
Parliaments have been arraigned, may before then, come to be 1o well underſtood by His 
Ma'eſty;and all things ſo well adjuſted berween him and his people, thar rhe Addreflers may 
neither find themſelves able to decline, nor be m a condition to controll the jurisdiCtion of 
the next Parliament, to which we ſhall at preſent leave them. | 

' Set. 23. But whereas you may be ready to enquire, thar if the Addreſſes be ſo pernicious, 
both in the ſubject matrer and rendency of them, and ſo contrary to the general ſenſe of the 
Nation, as I have declared ; why the people do not by Petitions from all parts of the King- 
dom let the King know ſo nuch ? This I ſhall return you a juſt and true anſfiver unto, and 
then diſcharge you from any further trouble. : 

1/e. It is the nature and temper of ſome men moſt todilſerve rhe cauſe, and prejudice the 
intereſt which they have eſpouſed, when they are quietly ler alone to run their courſe and to 
rake their full ſwing. For according to the old Proverb, Give tome people Rope enough and 
they will Hang themſelves. The only way to know whar they would be ar, was for others to 
look ſilently on a while. And through giving them ſcope, ther own -madnels & folly Lach made 
them more ridiculous, than any oppoſition whatſoever from others could have rendred them. 

24ly, The Petition firſt from my Lord Mayor, the Court of Aldermen,and the Commen-Councel 
of London,and then from the Common-Hall,is a Copy of what all the Nation would fay.In Lon- 
don,as in a Glaſs,we ſee the face of the whole Kingdom:For being the Epitcme as well as Me- 
tropolis of the Nation, whatſoever it ſays,is a compendious exprelling of the ſenſe of Englard. 

34ly, Men have been willing to forbear Peritioning, leſt by the diſparity in the numbers to 
Petitions and to Addrefles, ſome, thinking all fafe through the conſideration of the multitude 


' that aim at what themſelves did, might grow more ſecure-than their dangers will well al- 


low ; and leſt others upon the ſame inducement might have raken occaſion ro grow more 
infolent than their duty and intereſt obligeth them unto. 
4thly, His Majeſty having received the Addreſles with that favour which he did, wiſe men 
thought it beſt not to adminiſter occaſion of his refuſing Petitions that they forefaw would 
come accompanied with more hands. Ir is good manners in Subjects not go grate too hard 
upon their Prince; bur if he have done any thing wherein they can't acquieſce with that con- 
tentment which they deſire, to give him time and liberty to recolle& himſelf. 
5ibly, If Petirions ſhall be judged either neceflary or convenient, it is not ſo late but that 
they may be ver ſet on foot. And if it ſhould prove uneaſie for any to find it ſo, they muſt 
blame themſelves, who by their unwearied carrying on of Addretſes, make it needful for 
His Majelties good Sub'ects at laft ro uudeceive him, which chey can no other way do, ar 
leaſt till a Parhament come, but by Petitions. I am, 
| SIR, 
 June28. 8x. Tour meſt ready aud 
Humble Servant. 
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